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Dave Odom and the Gamecocks
travel to Gainesville, Fla., in search of
another elusive SEC win. See page 10

George Clooney tackles one of his
greatest roles yet in the thriller
“Michael Clayton.” See page 7
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SG candidates strategize for
final campaign push
Haley Dreis
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“I’m turned off by Alesha Brown because when
she spoke at the debate she was very polarizing
and not thinking things through,” Nagy said. “I
believe in the ‘one’ university that
Andrew [Gaeckle] talks about, plus
he’s a really friendly and personable
guy.”
Brown’s campaign manager
Carnarri Cofield, a thirdyear finance student, said
Alesha Brown is running
for one reason.
“Look ing at it in t he
terms of Alesha’s work ethic, the
road wasn’t easy in last year’s
election,” Cofield said. “But
she has continued for one
main reason, to serve the
student body.”
Ross said she was excited about
the results but plans to continue
campaigning stronger.
“We’re gonna push. We need to
make sure the word gets out about
t he r u nof fs because not
everyone knows to vote,”
Ross said.
Matt Ungar, a f irstyear broadcast journalism
student, was thrilled to win a
position in the Senate last night and
supports Ross’s campaign.
“I’ve been helping her
on the campaign and I’ve
learned a lot about politics
and specifically Meredizzth’s
plans on advisement reform and
looking into moving the CarolinaCard off-campus,”
Ungar said.
Mitchell, a third-year political science student,
plans to “start mobilizing” his campaign.
Antonio, a second-year business student, said he
feels good about the results but is not completely
satisfied.
“We need to work harder. Our goal is to get in the
runoff with over 50 percent of the vote,” Antonio
said.
Antonio said he feels the treasurer’s race is most
important to vote for because “they control the
money and assets and lobby the administration.”
In regards to students who don’t vote, Antonio said
he feels “if you’re displeased, it’s not a good excuse to
not vote.”
“The student body is dependent on Student Government
and while there is no ‘perfect candidate,’ you need to vote for
the candidate that you believe will make the most change,”
Antonio said.
R a ndy R ashad G a i nes, a t h i rd-yea r spor t s a nd

Alesha Brown

STAFF WRITER

A f ter a ner ve -w r ac k i n g d ay, t he
Student Government election results were
announced at about 7 p.m. last night in the
Russell House.
SG senate members from 9 of the 13
districts were elected and all executive
positions for president, vice president
and treasurer will need to face off again
in a runoff election because there was
not an absolute majority.
Winners of the runoff are
presidential candidates, Andrew
Gaeckle and Alesha Brown, vice
presidential candidates Meredith
Ross and DeShawn Mitchell and
treasurer candidates, Jonathan Antonio
and Randy RaShàd Gaines.
The runoff election will take place
Monday and Tuesday of next week for
students to vote again on VIP.
Although no candidate received a
victory, all of the wining candidates are
excited about the results.
Gaeckle, a third-year international
studies student, said he’s pleased with
the election results but feels there is
more work to be done.
“It’s been a nervous day but we’re having a good time,”
Gaeckle said. “I’m excited where we are and we’re going
to go back to student organizations to keep getting the
word out.”
Alesha Brown, a third-year political science student,
said she was excited to hear about the election results
after facing a tense night.
She had just attended a hearing for her most recent
campaign violation in which a member of her campaign
staff passed around a sheet of paper during a class
reminding students to vote.
Elections Commissioner Amanda Bynum, a secondyear English student, said all charges were dropped.
“The commission chose to dismiss the case because
they found that none of the candidate or candidates’
campaign staff’s action violated any codes or the solicitation
policy,” Byrum said.
Brown said she plans to continue campaigning hard
through the runoff elections.
“We’re gonna keep pushing,” Brown said.
Celeste Nagy, a second-year pre-med anthropology
student, will be voting in the runoffs and liked what she
heard from Gaeckle over Brown’s responses after attending
the Greene Street debate.
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Jonathan Antonio
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First black USC student body president Jotaka Eaddy is
pictured at an Essence magazine photo shoot.

Former leaders opened
door for black students
Jotaka Eaddy was first
black woman president,
reflects on time in office
Sierra Kelly

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Former students like Jotaka
Eaddy and Harry Walker
began a new era for more
black leaders to follow in their
footsteps at USC.
Jotaka Eaddy, t he f irst
female black student body
president, said her experience
becoming t he f irst black
female student body president
was amazing during the time
the university was celebrating
200 years of its existence.
“I wa s i naug u rated i n
March of 2000,” Eaddy said.
“I was act ually president
during the bicentennial year
of the University of South
Carolina. It was really an
honor being student body
president during that time
when t he u n iversit y was
reflecting on it’s past.”
Eaddy said when she first
ran she received 39.8 percent
of the vote from students
and on her second run she
received 75 percent.
“I ran because I wanted to
give back to the university,”
Eaddy said. “I wanted to open
the door for several other
leaders particularly black
leaders to be elected.”

Eaddy said she faced some
crit icisms while r unning
but remained determined to
accomplishing her goals.
“I thought long and hard
about my presidency,” Eaddy
said. “People told me that I
would not make it, running
against three other people. I
told them that I would.”
She said being a black
woman and president she
represented t he u nheard
voice of the black community.
She said she had the most
organized campaign with 60
people on her staff.
“One of the former editori n- ch ief s for T he Da i ly
Gamecock, Sarah Ladenheim,
was my campaign manager,”
Eaddy said. “I had someone
running focus groups and
schedules. It was an amazing
campaign with a lot of long
nights.”
Eaddy said the university
has changed in her recent
trip back to the state to do
work with the primaries. She
said she has noticed more
leaders that are students of
color, such as a black women
running for president and
two black men running for
student body treasurer.
“It is really increasing and
I’m happy to see that,” Eaddy
said. “You are now seeing a
growing number of African
American students taking on
leadership positions.”
EADDY ● 4

Students strut stuff at Birdcage
BGLSA sponsored event
helps spread awareness
Kathleen Kemp
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Patti O’ Furniture works the crowd for donations at the Birdcage.

The annual Birdcage drag show
added a touch of fabulousness to
Creed Week last night.
The show was hosted by the
USC Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Association and Carolina
Productions.
Latoya Lester, a second-year
English student and member of the
BGLSA, helped with the event.

“It’s fun and it opens student’s
minds,” Lester said.
The performers were a mix of
local and out-of-town drag queens,
including a few students.
Lester said that the show helps
promote diversity on campus.
“On this campus, people can be
kind of narrow-minded,” Lester
said, “One man asked me if [the
performers] were ‘really gay or just
pretending.’”
Harriette Smith, a third-year
public relations student, said she
had never been to a drag show
before.
“It looks like a lot of fun — it’s

something different,” Smith said.
“Maybe [I’ll tip them] if they’re
good.”
The normally bright Russell
House Ballroom was dimly lit and
covered with brightly colored lights.
The walls vibrated with techno
music as students filed in.
I n t r ue drag queen fashion,
the show started 15 minutes late.
However, when the music stopped
and t he show began, st udents
cheered.
K e v i n A le x a nder, t he v ic e
president of the BGLSA, introduced
BIRDCAGE ● 4
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Local
WALTERBORO — A South
Carolina man is thankful for
a DVD that ended up taking
a bullet for him.
C ol leton C ou nt y Fi re
and Rescue Director Barry
McRoy, 47, say s he wa s
leav i ng a Waf f le Hou se
restaurant in Walterboro on
Saturday morning when two
men ran in fighting over a
gun. Police say a bullet hit
one of the struggling men,
shattered a window and then
hit McRoy.
The bu llet h it a DV D
McRoy wa s c a r r y i ng i n
his pocket. He suffered a
bruise but didn’t realize he
had been shot. As he told a
police officer what happened
he noticed a bullet hole in
h is jacket, t he shat tered
DVD case and a piece of the
bullet.
“I was saved by a DVD,”
McRoy says. “How lucky can
you get?”
The DVD was nicked. It
was a gift from an employee
who had recorded a TV show
about fire extinguishers.
Ja r iu s M ack , 22, of
Wa lt erb oro, wa s i n ja i l
Tuesday on g u n charges
and two counts of assault
and battery with intent to
kill, said Maj. Ken Dasen
of the Walterboro Police
Department.
D a s e n s a id M a c k h a s
requested a public defender,
who has not yet been
assigned the case.

conv icted last week of
conspi rac y to com m it
murder, but acquitted of two
other charges. He had faced
up to 20 years in prison.
Nee’s attorney said the
plan by four Marshfield High
School students, who called
themselves NBK — “Natural
Born Killers” — was never a
real threat, but prosecutors
rejected that argument.
Three of t he st udents,
including Nee, went to police
in 2004. They alleged that
the fourth, Tobin Kerns,
was planning to kill students
and teachers in an attack
similar to the 1999 rampage
at Columbine High School
in Colorado.
Authorities uncovered a
hit list of students, school
officials and police officers,
hand-draw n maps of t he
school and other material.
Kerns was arrested
immediately, but he accused
Ne e — w ho s e f at he r,
Thomas, is president of the
Boston police union — of
being the mastermind.
Nee was charged a month
later as a co-conspirator,
and prosecutors said t he
t wo were equal par t ners
i n pl a n n i ng t he at t ac k .
The other two teens were
g r a nted i m mu n it y f rom
prosecution in exchange for
their testimony.
Kerns was convicted in
2006 of conspiracy to commit
mu rder a nd t h reaten i ng
t o u s e de ad l y we ap o n s .
He is serving a 10-month
sentence.

National

World

BROCKTON, Mass. — A
former student convicted
of plotting to carry out a
Columbine-style attack at
a suburban high school was
sentenced Tuesday to nine
months in prison.
J o s e p h N e e , 21, w a s

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi
Interior Ministry ordered
police on Tuesday to begin
rou nding up beggars,
h o m e le s s a n d m e nt a l l y
disabled people from t he
streets of Baghdad and other
cities to prevent insurgents
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The Election Commission meets on the final day of voting to sort out last minute
violation claims.

from using them as suicide
bombers.
The decision, wh ich
el icited concer n f rom
advocates for the mentally
disabled, came nearly
t h r e e we e k s a f t e r t w i n
suicide bombings against
pet markets. Officials said
those blasts were carried
out by mentally disabled
women who may have been
unwitting attackers.
The U.S. m ilitar y and
t he I raqi gover n ment
have claimed t hat Su n n i
insurgents led by al-Qaida
i n I raq a re i nc rea si ngly
tr ying to use Iraq’s most
vulnerable populations as
suicide bombers to avoid
raising suspicions or being
sea rched at check poi nt s
that guard access to many
markets, neighborhoods and
bridges in the capital.

The people detained in
the Baghdad sweep will be
handed over to social welfare
institutions and psychiatric
hospitals that can provide
shelter and care for them,
Interior Ministry spokesman
M aj. G en. A bdu l-K a r i m
Khalaf said.
“This will be implemented
nationwide starting today,”
Khalaf told The Associated
Press in a telephone
interview.
“Militant groups, like alQaida in Iraq, have started
e x ploit i ng t he se p eople
i n t he worst way to k il l
innocent victims because
they do not raise suspicions,”
Khalaf said. “These groups
are either luring those who
are desperate for money to
help them in their attacks
or making use of their poor
mental condition to use them
as suicide bombers.”
However, it is not clear
that such people would be
safe in psychiatric hospitals.
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CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS
HIGHL
IGHL
Wednesday, Feb. 20
8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
The Human Race
Machine
Russell House second
floor lobby
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Pastafarians at USC
weekly meeting
Leconte, room 112
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
SAVVY General Body
Meetings
RH, room 302
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
College Democrats at
USC Weekly Meeting
RH, room 203
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
University Bible Study
RH, room 303

8 p.m. – 9 p.m.
SALA meetings
RH, room 305

Thursday, Feb. 21
8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
University Bookstore
Sidewalk Sale
Greene Street
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Black History Month
Blood Drive
Greene Street
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Empower General Body
Meetings
RH, room 304
8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Carolina Surf Club
Meeting
Humanities, room 201

Visit us
online at
www.
dailygamecock.
com
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Brown appeals conviction
going into runoﬀ election
Elections Commission
gave four infraction
points, limit campaigning
Liz Segrist

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Alesha Brown will meet
with the Constitutional
Commission tomorrow at
5:30 p.m. in the hopes of
appealing her conviction of
election fraud.
Brown was charged with
election fraud Monday for
raff ling off a cell phone
usi ng “ Vote Brow n for
President” raffle tickets.
David Ensor, a third-year
political science and math
student, said she violated
election code 410.05, which
prohibits “procuring, by
the payment, delivery or
promise of money or other
article of value, another
to vote for or against any
part icular candidate or
measure at any election.”
The Elections
C om m it t e e r u le d t h at
Brown should receive four
infraction points and she
wasn’t allowed to campaign
on Greene St reet f rom
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. or in
residence halls on Tuesday.
Brown said her
punishment of not being
able to campaign might
have hurt the outcome of
the elections.
“ We were pena l ized,
and we can’t make up for
the fact that some of our
voters were discouraged
from voting for us since we
were not allowed to have
a campaign presence on
the final day of voting,”
said Brown in a prepared
statement.
Brown said she feels that

the violation just wasn’t
right.
“ I feel l i ke we were
handicapped by t he
Elections Commission, I
feel like it was unfair, but
we’re just going to press on
and work on to make sure
we win the runoff,” Brown
said.
Ensor sa id he t h i n k s
the Elections Commission
m ade a g o o d de c i s ion
because it seemed there was
a violation.
“I f she ends up w it h
more than a warning and
less than a disqualification,
then that’s OK with me,”
Ensor said.
Elections Commissioner
Amanda Byrum, a secondyear English and pre-law
student said, “it has not
been d isc u s sed” if t he
points against Brown have
been dropped or not.
“ I b el ie ve t h at s he’s
appea l i ng t he dec ision
of fraud and sanctions,”
Bynum said. “I believe that
she’s appealing both.”
Ensor sa id he t h i n k s
Brown should have the right
to campaign this week.
“It’s a n ent i rely new
election. I think they’re
on equal foot ing now,”
Ensor said. “It’s an entirely
different vote.”
However, Ensor sa id
he doesn’t see anything
coming from this appeal
except for “wiggle room” in
the runoffs.
“I don’t really know what
she hopes to get out of this
appeal unless she wants to
do something more illegal,”
Ensor said.
Brown said she appeals
with the idea of “needing to
move forward.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

EADDY ● Continued from 1
Eaddy said she is still
a G a mecock at hea r t
and wh ile she at tended
Carolina she was a political
science major, a member
of Freshman Council, vice
president of A A A S and
member of the gospel choir
on campus.
She said there were a lot
of student leaders on campus
at that time.
“We all keep in touch,”
Eaddy said. “We all work
in different fields in the
United States paving the
way for other leaders in our
prospective fields.”
She said her professors
helped her to be t he

professional she is today. She
said they taught her to look
at the university through a
lens and this directly helped
her progress as student body
president.
Eaddy is t he f ield
manager for U.S. Action
in Washington D.C. She
said U.S. Action is a federal
program that works toward
ra isi ng m i n imu m wage
and promoting change in
policies.
H a r r y Wa l k e r , t h e
university’s first black male
president cou ld not be
reached.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

BIRDCAGE ● Continued from 1
the show, which was put on
as part of Carolinian Creed
Week.
“Creed Week is a time to
embrace diversity,” Alexander
said. “What better way to do
that than with drag queens
and kings?”
The Russell House
Ballroom seats 300 people.
By 7:30 p.m. almost 250 of
those seats had been filled
and, by 8 p.m., all seats were
taken and many audience
members were sitting in the
back.
The show opened wit h
d rag queen s Ca rla Cox ,
Alexia Valentine and Kiki
DeVille who all strutted,

danced and lip-synced to
“Lady Marmalade.”
St udent s c he ere d a nd
walked to the stage, handing
p er for mer s dol la r bi l l s.
Flashes went off from camera
phones and digital cameras.
C h r i s t i ne T homp s on ,
a third-year international
studies student, said she had
also never been to a drag
show before.
“I really want to see what
goes on,” Thompson said, “I
want to see how interactive
it is.”
Michael Tate, a third-year
media arts student, said he
had also never been to a drag
show before.
BIRDCAGE ● 5

Senators campaign in RHA elections
Senators would be able to file
paperwork more quickly online
Lindsay Wolfe

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senators running for top positions
on the Residence Hall Association
executive board pushed an official RHA
Web site and greater communication
with residents at last night’s meeting.
Sen. Jaime Shook, a sophomore public
relations major, is running unopposed
for RHA president. She wants to use
the senate as a tool for “empowering
hall governments.”
Shook plans to have a working Web
site by June 1 with contact information,
history, pictures and meeting minutes.
Shook also spoke about t he
relationship between RHA and Student
Government. She said she is not worried
about being able to communicate with
the organization but is excited about
working cooperatively.
Four contenders for vice president
also spoke at last night’s meeting. Sens.
Brad Williams, Ami Emery and Joe
Saglimbeni are running on platforms
encouraging greater communication
between residents and representatives.
Saglimbeni boasted his experience
serving as an RHA area-liaison while
the other three senators talked about

their involvement with SCOR E, a
state-wide residence hall organization.
Randy RaShad Gaines is running
for student body treasurer in addition
to RHA vice president. He said that he
hoped to bond the two organizations
together through his leadership.
“We need to come together because
who knows what next year’s issues will
be?” Gaines said. “We need to be on
the same page or we’re not going to be
able to get anything done.”
In the race for secretary, incumbent
M a l lor y A mon s i s a l s o r u n n i n g
u nopposed. She said her goal for
next year is to continue to improve
communication within the senate and
between residents and representatives.
She sa id t hat a Web site is a n
important step forward for next year
because it w ill suppor t increased
communication.
“We need a site that all students have
access to, along with students from
other organizations,” Amons said.
Five senators are running for the
position of treasurer including Sens.
Ellison, Pulfor, Scott, Jenk ins and
Ortiz-Colon. Each candidate talked
about the importance of a Web site for
facilitating RHA initiatives.
Senator Michael Pulfor said that
having a way for senators to submit
paperwork online would streamline the
purchasing process.

“Automation would be a huge step
forward,” he said.
Sen. Alexis Scott also talked about
making the purchasing process easier.
She said that if the process is easier,
more events can be held for residents.
A not her i mpor t a nt issue for
t he t rea s u rer s wa s a n up com i ng
“treasurer workshop” that will teach
representatives about the treasur y
system. Sen. Ben Ortiz-Colon said that
the workshop would be important for
hall governments to get needed money
as soon as possible.
S e n . M i k e G re e ne i s r u n n i n g
uncontested for National
Commu nicat ions Coordinator. I n
addition to managing senate attendance
at conferences, Greene wants to develop
a presentat ion work shop. He said
this would teach senators how to give
presentations at conferences.
Greene also spoke about t he
importance of a Web site, saying it
would “enhance the atmosphere of the
meetings.”
Elections will be held within the
senate Feb. 26. Current president
Amanda Pippin said a candidate must
have a majority vote to win.
“In races with five [candidates] there’s
a good chance for a run-off,” Pippin
said.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagcknew@
mailbox.sc.edu
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Castro resigns as president
Cuban- Americans, Cuban
refugees left feeling
unsure of country’s future
Laura Wides-Munoz
The Associated Press

MIAMI — It was t he
cher ished d rea m Cuba n
exiles carried in their hearts
for decades: Fidel Castro
would die in power, freedom
wou ld ret u r n to t heir
homeland and there would
be dancing in the streets of
Miami.
But when the dictator’s
departure from office fi nally
came to pass Tuesday, it
wasn’t t he way t he ex iles
imagined it at all. Reality
was far less exciting.
In Miami’s Little Havana
a nd t he heav ily Cuba n
suburb of Hialeah, t here
was little celebration — and
little hope that democracy
is at hand in Cuba — after
t h e a i l i n g, 81-y e a r - o ld
president resigned as part of
a measured withdrawal from
power that began a year and
a half ago.
“People are saying that all
of this is a sham,” 25-yearold Osiel Dieg ues said at
t he H ia lea h ba rber shop
where he works. “As long
as Fidel is alive, and as long
as com mu n ism rema i ns,
nothing will change.”
“I never thought he was
going to resig n. I did n’t
think this was going to be

the way it happened. Sudden
death, something, a coup
d’etat, an attempt on his life,
his own people taking over,
something different,” said
Tony Alfonso, 70, who said
he spent 10 years in a Cuban
jail as a political prisoner.
Tu e s d a y ’ s r e a c t i o n
contrasted with the threeday street part y in Little
Havana in July 2006, when
Castro temporarily ceded
power to his brother Raul
because of a severe stomach
ailment. Then, there were
thousands of people banging
drums and chanting.
But l it t le has cha nged
on t he communist island
under Raul Castro. That
has frustrated many of the
nearly 1 million Cubans and
Cuban-Americans who live
in Miami-Dade County.
Most exiles view Castro
as a ruthless dictator who
forc ed t hem f rom t hei r
homes after he seized power
in 1959. But newer arrivals
a nd second-generat ion
Cuban-Americans are less
l i kely to ag ree t he U. S.
embargo against Cuba has
been an effective tool.
And many with family still
on the island chafe under
Bush administration policies
t hat limit t he amou nt of
money they can send home
and restrict their visits to
once every three years.
Some hearing the news
were still excited.
“W hat joy,” said A licia
Gonzalez, 74, sitting at a
cafeteria table in Hialeah

RUNOFF ● Continued from 1
entertainment management student, said he is
very nervous but that he is more than grateful
to be in the run-off.
“I’m hoping that the student body will get
behind me ... to see what I’m trying to bring
to our campus,” Gaines said. “We need a
united front with having a new administration

a nd wait ing for t he rain
to stop so t hat she could
buy ing redient s to make
Cuba n-st yle t a ma les for
her grandson. “I’m joyous
because it’s a move toward
some escape, a solut ion,
t hough he may not be
dead.”
Gonzalez arrived in the
U.S. in the Mariel boatlift
i n 19 8 0 , w h e n 125, 0 0 0
people fled the island after
Castro temporarily opened
the island.
Despite her excitement,
she said serious change is
unlikely under Raul Castro.
“There’s no difference,”
she said. “W hy? Because
p e o p le a r e u s e d t o t h e
system. There could be a
succession, but it will take
time.”
The reaction was similar
in Un ion Cit y, par t of a
northern New Jersey area
that has the nation’s largest
concent rat ion of CubanAmericans after Miami.
“In my opinion, there’s
not going to be a change. It’s
one dictator for the next,”
said Frank Corbato, 48, a
truck driver born in Havana
who lives in nearby North
Bergen.
Even as Raul Castro has
given some signs of change
— c a l l i ng for i mproved
relations with the U.S. and
s u g g e s t i n g t he c ou nt r y
turn to ethanol — his older
brot her has u nder m i ned
him, writing opinion pieces
that counter the proposals.
Ca rlos Sa lad r igas, co -

coming in and it’s really important to have
student leaders who can not only deliver, but
have integrity and school spirit.”
Stephen Parris, a first-year biomedical
engineering student, said he was content with
the candidates who made it through to the
runoff election.
“I wasn’t surprised. The people who
campaigned the best won,” Parris said.

BIRDCAGE ● Continued from 4
“I have no idea what to
expect,” Tate said.
Tate said he thinks USC
is a gay-friendly campus.
“One of my good friends
here is gay,” Tate said. “For
me, personally, I just don’t
see it as a boundary.”
The show was hosted by
Patti O’Furniture, a familiar
face at P T’s Cabaret , a
Columbia drag club. She
laughed and joked with the
crowd in a Southern drawl.
Later O’Furniture herself
performed while dressed
as a glitter y version of
the evil queen from Snow
W hite, complete with a
shimmering poison apple.
Ot her performers
included former Miss Gay
America Luscious, former
Miss Gaymecock Brenna
DelSol and current Miss
G ay meco c k C ou r t ne y
Luscious.
Warren Pain was the

5
only drag king of the night,
who got a quarter of the
audience dancing to “Soulja
Boy.”
Je s sic a G ou r v i ne, a
fourth-year nursing student,
said she attended last year’s
production as well.
“Last year was really good
so I wanted to come back,”
Gourvine said.
C ou r t ne y Joh n son , a
first-year exercise science
student, said she decided to
attend the Birdcage because
she thought it would be fun,
though she had never seen a

drag show before.
“I’ve seen it in the movies
before,” Johnson said. “I just
really don’t know what to
expect.”
Emily Brown, a thirdyear music educat ion
student, said she came to the
Birdcage because her friends
wanted to, and thought it
would be “crazy.”
A f ter t he USC show,
another free drag show was
hosted by PT’s Cabaret.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Castro’s retirement
opens door for U.S.
After 49 years of power, Fidel Castro has fi nally
stepped down as Cuba’s communist president.
And the United States could not be any happier.
It’s not a secret that the U.S. is not a huge fan of
communism or Cuba for that matter. Since Fidel
Castro took power almost half a century ago, the
two countries have been at odds with one another.
The U.S. has been saying for ages it wants to bring
democracy to the country and wants to repair their
strained relationship.
This is our opportunity While hopes started out
for change, so far
to turn a country that high
the U.S. has yet to make
has hated us since the an effort. The question
is whether or not we
Cold War into an ally. now
want to make ties with
Cuba. After all, the U.S.
maintains a zero tolerance policy for communism
and Raul Castro has no plans to abandon his brother’s
government. Do we really want to make amends?
One of the most powerful leaders in history of a
communist nation just stepped down from power.
Raul Castro is talking about loosening up the Cuban
economy, and even extended an olive branch petition
to the U.S.
Raul Castro is not his brother, and his emergence
into power opens a small window of opportunity for
the U.S. If there was ever a time to step in and do
something, it’s now.
This is our opportunity to turn a country that has
hated us since the Cold War into an ally. It’s time for
us to make nice and reach out to make friends with
Cuba.
We do not want to have to wait another 50 years for
this opportunity to come around again.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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GONE GIGGIN’

Line is thin between free speech, libel
College students should
refuse to fuel the fire by
shunning JuicyCampus

W hat is obv iously
classless isn’t necessarily
illegal — is it?
So is the case of
JuicyCampus.com,
which has raised a furor
throughout many college
campuses over t he past
year.
The site, which proclaims
t hat “post s are totally,
100 percent anonymous,”
essentially allows anyone
to post almost anything
about their fellow students.
T he s it e i s e v e n k i nd
enough to be organized by
college, thus saving you the
trouble of wading through
the “easiest girls of Duke”
en route to the “biggest
cokeheads of [your school
here].”
With social sites such
as Facebook ma k i ng it
painf ully easy for us to
mangle things up on our
own, some student leaders
have called for a ban on
the site. A Cornell student
told the Associated Press
he had to wor r y about
his job prospects after an
unk nown user posted a
lengthy diatribe detailing
his alleged sexual exploits.
Even worse — his little

sister might
somehow
see it. While
t he site at
least has
t he d ig n it y
to prevent
s e a r c h
JOSHUA
engines from
RABON
indexing the
Third-year
content, his
ﬁnance
poi nt s a re
student
st ill qu ite
v a l id : o nc e
i t ’s o n t h e
Web, all bets are off.
Proponents of the site
compare calls for a ban to
censorship — if you don’t
like it, don’t read it. It has
also been legally disputed
a nd s o me w h at s e t t le d
t hat a company can not
be held liable for libelous
statements made by a user
without their knowledge.
It would be like holding
Sprint accountable for all
t he libelous statements
made over their networks.
O n s ome le vel t h i s i s
true, but not in terms of
feasibility or intentions.
In fact, it’s a completely
absurd comparison.
Sprint may be ignorant to
the venom traveling their
lines, but JuicyCampus.
com is i ntent iona l ly
turning its head the other
way while beckoning for
more posts.

While the line between
free speech and libel is
f uzzy, the line bet ween
bystander and accomplice is
equally blurry. It is hard to
believe a site that dispenses
advice about using an IP
address cloaking program
and the slogan “C’mon.
Give us the juice,” is totally
ingenuous.
Unfortunately, however,
the most direct method
of assault will probably
not come through legal
c h a n nel s . It w i l l t a k e
students banding together
and shunning the site. Of
course, some people will
still post. But they are the
problem in the fi rst place,
even more so than the site.
As much as the accomplice
wa nt s t he c r i me to be
committed, he still needs
someone to do the deed.
Luc k i l y f or mo s t of
u s t hough, f reedom of
expression is a t wo-way
street. You can say whatever
absurdities you like behind
the veil of the Internet,
but we can openly call you
an idiot and a low-life for
saying them.
JuicyCampus.com and
others like it will be brought
down by the vast majority
of reasonable people who
refuse to fuel the fi re and
sharply criticize those who
post there.

‘Economic stabilizer’ fails to deliver
Political clout, influence
makes Federal Reserve
an unelected monarchy
“We have come to be
one of t he worst r uled,
one of the most completely
controlled and dominated
gover n ment s in t he
civilized world.”
P r e s id e nt Wo o d r o w
Wilson regretfully made
this statement after signing
the Federal Reserve Act
into law.
I n 1913, t h i s de c ree
established a central bank
in our country that came
to be known as the Federal
Reserve, which has been
usurping the power of our
government ever since.
Contrary to its
u nassu m i ng na me, t he
Federal Reserve is actually
any t hing but “federal;”
r at her, it i s a pr ivate ,
prof it-hungr y business.
This should prove to be
quite shocking when one
considers t he i n herent
powers this bank has been
endowed with: control over
our nation’s money supply
and interest rates.
The Fed does not merely
print our money and supply
our government with it,
the Fed actually loans it
to them “at interest.” This
means that the central bank
is forcing our government

into perpet ual and
mounting debt, and gains
vast amounts of wealt h
e a c h t i m e o u r n at io n
requires more money for
wars or social
programs.
T h i s
economic
p o w e r
t ranslates
into political
control,
MICHAEL
which is
STEVENS
persistently
Fifth-year
used to plot
international
our country’s
studies
agendas and
student
policies.
T he i mpl ic at ion s of
this gross misallocation
of power to an unelected
entity were not lost on our
founding fathers. W hen
t he k ing of England
u nfairly prohibited t he
colonies f rom using
their own currency and
instead forced them into
borrowing money from the
central bank of England
with interest, the American
Revolution erupted.
So why in God’s name
did we willfully forsake
the blood of our nation’s
revolut ionaries and
relinqu ish power to an
updated version of t he
monarchy?
We l l , t h e F e d w a s
promised to be an

“e c o no m ic s t ab i l i z e r ”
during the recession-prone
years of the early twentieth
century, but has never lived
up to this standard.
The Great Depression,
anyone?
The horrific outcomes
of having the wealth of
a f e w m a n ip u l at e t h e
n a t i o n’s e c o n o m y f o r
their own monetary gains
ha s been t he sa l ient ,
unlearned lesson of our
history. Such abuses have
manifested themselves in
times of war, when U.S.
banks shamefully funded
our enemies in order to
sustain conflict and keep
our government borrowing
more money for defense
contracts.
Si mply put , t he Fed
needs to keep the fountain
of blood f lowing during
wartime in order to accrue
enough prof it for t heir
board members.
So instead of risk ing
you r pre sident ia l vote
o n a p o t e n t i a l l o s e r,
consider endorsing t he
establishment that is sure
to win — “All hail the heir
of King George III!”
In the words of M. R.
Rothschild, founder of a
banking dynasty: “Give me
control of a nation’s money
supply, and I care not who
makes its laws.”

The world is upside down.
Or at least it appears that
w a y a s I h a n g m y he ad
upside down over my couch
a nd watch t he loca l a nd
nat ional news. Th is was
once a favorite
pastime of
m i ne when I
was a k id. In
those days, the
world seemed
so simple.
SETH DUNCAN Cartoons were
sem i-v iolent;
Second-year
the news was
graduate
s o me t h i n g I
student
d id n’t wat c h
and most
television
shows had a simple,
lighthearted message at the
end of each episode.
Today, the world seems
more complicated, but is it?
Has the world changed, or
have I? On the surface most
would shout “You, duh!” But
upon closer look, I think we
have both changed.
Since my youthful days
skipping across the country
with my folks, I have become
more aware of t he world
around me. As kids, most of
us couldn’t care less about
who was president, what
was going on in China, the
Middle East or Russia and
other “adult stuff” like that.
But as I grew older, I would
eventually come to realize
that the world is much more
complicated than yes or no,
right or wrong and good or
evil. I now understand that
there are few truths in the
world and many shades of
gray.
Ultimately, I have changed
a nd , i n m a n y r e s p e c t s ,
become more aware of the
world which surrounds us
all. K nowing t hat I have
c h a nged, h a s t he world
changed? Is the world more
complicated?
I n m a ny r e s p e c t s t he
world is more complicated.
In the last 15 years, a great
empire fell, the Internet was
born, China prospered and
terrorism became a global
product. Many of today’s
hardships and success stories
stem f rom complicat ions
and conf licts of this new
world. Some of t hese
complications arise out of
new technology, openness
and faster dissem inat ion
of information. But for all
these new challenges and
complications, I believe the
fundamental lining of the
world has not changed.
Across the world life is
the same. The same as it has
been for generation after
generation. Life is simple, we
hope, we dream and we die.
I know some of you may
think this is rather simplistic
(and it is to some extent), but
it is the few sure things in
life. No matter your status,
your wealth, where you start
from or where you live, the
world is common in t hat
we all hope, dream and die.
The deg ree to which we
dream, hope and when we
die depends on numerous
factors, some controllable,
but many beyond our grasp.
Regardless, the world as I
see it is much the same as it
always has been.
The world may be more
complicated on one hand,
but on the other, the world
rema i ns si mple; we st i l l
dream, we still hope and
death still awaits us all.

“I may be drunk, Miss, but in the morning I will be sober
and you will still be ugly.”
—Winston Churchill
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‘Clayton’ gets nods
Thriller nominated for seven
Oscars, including Best Picture
Jim Gilmore

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

"Michael Clayton"
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
“Michael Clayton” is all about
t hose old t hemes of cou rage,
redemption and standing up for what’s
right. Masked in the guise of a corporate
thriller, George Clooney stars in the
title role as a “fi xer” for a law
firm, the guy who covers
your mistakes.
A ssig ned to t a ke
care of at tor ney
Arthur Edens
(Tom Wilk inson),
an attorney who’s
suffering a mental
breakdow n wh ile
managing one of the
firm’s biggest cases,
Clayton stumbles
across a corporate
c o n s p i r ac y t h at
st u ns h im and
forces him to
make a series of
decisions t hat
w ill sha ke t he
fou ndat ion of
ever y pr i nc iple
he’s established
for himself.
W hat follows is
an often complex,
a nd c o n s t a nt l y
entertaining
thriller with bold
performances and
sharp writing at
its center.
Out this week
on DV D, “M ichael
Clayton” is nominated
f or s e ve n A c ade m y
Aw a r d s , i n c l u d i n g
Best Pict u re, Best
Screenplay a nd Best

Actor for Clooney’s performance.
Clooney truly deserves the nomination
and sinks his teeth into a
role that exudes elegance
and classiness on the
surface. Underneath,
however, we see that
Clayton is struggling
w it h a d i vor c e , a
gambling problem
and increasing debt.
C lo o ne y d o e s a
great job at balancing
all t hese t rait s,
meld i ng t hem
toget her

and fusing them with his almost patented
likability. He pairs up excellently next to
Tom Wilkinson, who was also nominated
for an Oscar for his performance.
W i l k i n son’s por t ra it of a ma n ic
attorney seems ridiculous on the surface
— he flails his arms, babbles nonsense
and his eyes look like they’re going to
pop out of his head — until you realize
that maybe what he’s saying has some
grains of truth to it.
He not only dominates each scene he’s
in with the sheer forcefulness of his acting,
but he gives the film a distinguishable
soul, acting as the catalyst that spurs
Clayton’s quest for moral righteousness.
Tilda Swinton fills out the ensemble as
another attorney for the ‘evil’ corporation.
Her performance is subtle, but like the
rest of the cast, she reveals the tensions
bet ween personal a nd professional
life. It is this tension, and values and
characteristics that make up the
dimensions of people’s lives,
that run through Tony Gilroy’s
screenplay.
The question he asks the audience
and shows through the actions of
Clay ton, is what to do when the
principles of one’s profession collide
unexpectedly with personal values?
This question is thankfully not
laboriously examined in the script.
The entire movie is very smart
and very well paced and the writing
is fluid and precise. Gilroy, who also
directs the film, shows a keen sense for
making mature and efficient decisions
that make the movie instantly accessible.
He fills the movie with shades of classic
1970s American thrillers, evoking movies
that rely on interesting characters as well
as a sturdy plot.
The film is very well crafted, never
losing the audience as it navigates the
plot, providing for constant suspense
throughout.
Both entertaining for its terrific plot
and ensemble performances, “Michael
Clayton” is a welcome alternative for
people who like their thrillers rich in
character.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

Aussie brings melodic intensity, soulful style
Higgins’ latest album
grows in complexity,
depth with each listen
Marin Mueller
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“On a Clear Night”
Missy Higgins
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Missy Higgins, potentially
the next big thing to come
to the American music scene
from Australia, is no Kylie
Minogue or Keith Urban.
Bringing an unashamedly
simple sound to the music
scene, unadorned by heavy
digital “embellishments,”
Higgins’ latest album, ‘On
a Clear Night,’ embraces
t he t r u ly ar t ist ic side of
music, reminding listeners
that its possible to have both
Special to The Daily Gamecock
musical intensity and melodic
soulfulness.
Australian born Missy Higgins hits the U.S. with her new soulful album “On a Clear Night.”
T he a lbu m, H igg i ns’
Liz Phair, but after listening
for more creativity and less coming across as bitter.
second, maintains the raw
What makes the album truly to the album again it becomes
musical honesty of her previous pop in music, or why teenywork, but adds a newfound bopping, saccharine-loaded interesting is the complexity it clear that she is far more than
understanding of the world to stars must disappear from brings forth through simplicity. a rip-off of female musicians
the mix. Despite a vocal vibe the scene, Higgins, at 23, has A seasoned artist with multiple from the mid-nineties.
Higgins admitted, “I wanted
that is strikingly similar to already learned to distinguish Australian awards (including
that of Colbie Callait, Higgins’ herself from her musical peers. 2005’s best-selling album) and t his album to seem really
Indeed, simplicity is exactly a featured spot during the simple when you first listen to
fresh cynicism saves her album
from labels such as “sweet” what you’ll find within Higgins’ infamous Thanksgiving Day it but then the more you play
and “pop.” This hardly means work. The track “Forgive Me,” episode of ‘Grey’s Anatomy,’ it, the more you discover.”
Much as H igg i ns has
that Higgins is a typical jaded is so natural and uncut that you Higgins has proved that she
musician; she simply accepts can still practically hear the learned her lessons from past discovered herself in recent
the good with the bad, and microphone’s feedback during accolades and will continue to years, listeners will find her
hopes for change where the the song’s chorus. Too much earn her success by constantly album well worth exploring as
of this natural, almost granola- bettering herself both as a the U.S. discovers Australia’s
bad exists.
newest musical import. A n
W hen asked by “Rolling like simplicity would make person and as a musician.
The album is full of songs already technically sk illed
Stone” about t he world’s Higgins’ latest work as little
future, Higgins responded more than a wannabe-Norah that are unassuming enough artist with little to prove to her
that we need “a massive 180 Jones, but she easily balances that they’ll quietly blend into listeners, Higgins’s greatest
in the global stand on climate out more t im id, soot hing the background of your life, but success is found in her ability
change” and to start “investing tracks with songs such as the has the complexity necessary to push the emotional limits of
in renewable energy projects,” passionate, mysterious “100 to make it worth listening to musical honesty in ‘On a Clear
concluding, “I think we just Round the Bends,” in which time and time again. First-time Night.’
need to learn to live more Higgins almost seems to be listeners already feel familiar
simply.” While many artists channeling her inner Alanis with Higgins, as she channels Comments on this story?
would comment on the need Mor i s s e t t e w it hout e ver a mix of Sarah McLachlan and E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

Radio in
need of
fresh ideas
Cost-cutting, modern alternatives have
listeners looking to other places for music
Glenn Gamboa
MCT Campus

Radio — like its symbiotic partner, the music
industry and its mainstream brethren, broadcast
television and newspapers — is in serious need of
new ideas.
After years of reaping the benefits of consolidation
and cost-cutting, radio is in dire straits. According
to the Future of Music Coalition, the amount of
time Americans spend listening to the radio is
at a 27-year low and the number of listeners has
dropped 17 percent in the last 13 years.
Broadcast radio faces challenges from satellite
radio companies for listeners, from the Internet
for advertisers and even from automakers who
are making it increasingly easy for drivers to turn
their car stereos into mirror images of their iPods
and skip the radio altogether.
Cutbacks haven’t worked out so well, serving
only to speed the exit of listeners and making
it harder to maintain smaller and smaller profit
margins. Increasingly conservative playlists have
made radio less essential to even the most casual
of music fans, who don’t feel like they’re missing
anything if they don’t listen every day since the
same 10 or 15 songs are in heavy rotation for a
month or longer.
In the name of cost-cutting and a jaded belief
that listeners would tune in to whatever was on,
CBS Radio eliminated New York’s heritage oldies
station WCBS for a DJ-free hits format called Jack
and turned its alternative rock station K-Rock into
an all-talk channel, leaving New York without a
rock station at a time when the city’s rock scene
was in the midst of a resurgence. Both moves failed
and both stations have since returned to their
original formats, losing listeners and momentum
along the way.
All these previous mistakes seem to be on the
mind of the folks behind the new rock station
WRXP, “The New York Rock Experience,” which
replaced lite-jazz station WQCD on Feb. 5.
At a time when most radio stations around
the country try to seem like they could be from
any where, R X P is pledging to focus on New
York area artists and songs about New York. It’s
starting with a wide playlist that looks to combine
alternative rock, mainstream rock and oldies in a
way that will appeal to the 18-to-44 demographic,
especially at the wealthier older end.
It’s a good plan to try to introduce Led Zeppelin
fans to White Stripes, to let Depeche Mode fans
k now about The K illers and The Braver y, to
let Pearl Jam fans discover Spoon. It’s also an
interesting idea to remind rock fans that New
York still is a breeding ground for loads of great
new bands, including The Hold Steady and The
National, who have both found homes on the
station.
So far, what makes RXP so interesting is its
unpredictability. Knowing that Mike Doughty
would fit well between Led Zeppelin and The
Police requires a knowledge of all three artists and
is a bold step away from the focus-grouped feel of
so many of today’s stations.
That said, for RXP to succeed with the rock
lovers it is courting, it will need to be even more
unpredictable. After all, Long Island’s famous
alternative station WLIR, which used a similarly
knowledgeable format, recently called it quits, in
part, because its listeners had drifted over to iPods
and the Internet to fi nd their new music.
RXP still is working on its balance, but it needs
to steer away from the pitfalls of the Jack format,
where novelty hits from years gone by landed in
heav y rotation. (For example, as nice as it was
on “Party of Five,” the BoDeans hit “Closer to
Free” shouldn’t be on every day, the way it was last
weekend.)
Nevertheless, “New York’s Rock Experience”
is a calculated risk that stations should be trying
more often, one that could help lead radio back
into the age of increased relevance.
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Two paintings recovered after art heist
Four paintings worth $163 million were
stolen from private museum Feb. 10.
Ernst E. Abegg
The Associated Press

ZURICH, Switzerland — Two Impressionist
paintings stolen in one of Europe’s largest art
thefts have been recovered in an abandoned
car, police said Tuesday.
The pictures by Vincent van Gogh and
Claude Monet were among four paintings
worth $163 million stolen from a private
museum in a Feb. 10 armed robbery.
The two other paintings taken from the
E.G. Buehrle Collection‚ one by Edgar Degas
and one by Paul Cezanne‚ remain missing,
Philipp Hotzenkoecherle, commandant of the
Zurich city police, told reporters.
The recovered paintings‚ Monet’s “Poppy
field at Vetheuil” and van Gogh’s “Blooming
Chestnut Branches‚“ were discovered in a
parking lot in front of a Zurich mental hospital
on Monday. It was unknown how long the
white sedan in which the paintings were found

had been parked there, Hotzenkoecherle
said.
The pictures, worth a combined $64
million, are in good condition and were found
still under the glass behind which they were
displayed in the museum, he said. They were
identified by museum director Lukas Gloor
after a thorough inspection.
“I am incredibly relieved that two paintings
have returned,” Gloor told a news conference.
“We’re very happy that both the paintings are
in absolutely impeccable shape.”
Zurich police spokesman Marco Cortesi
said he did not know whether a ransom had
been paid to recover the paintings. Gloor,
standing next to him, said, “I can’t give any
information on that.”
Gloor said the two paintings still missing
includes “our collection’s landmark ‘Boy in
the Red Waistcoat.’”
That painting alone is worth $91 million.
The other painting is Degas’ ‘Ludovic Lepic
and his Daughter.’
Local radio station Radio 2 reported that
the building supervisor at the hospital found
the paintings in an unlocked car.

Steffen Schmidt / The Associated Press

Lukas Gloor, director of the G. E. Buehrle Collection museum, and Mario Cortesi, speaker
of the Zurich City police, left, talk to the press in Zurich, Switzerland, Tuesday.

1
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4
5
6

the billboard

top 10

Jack Johnson— Sleep Through The Static
Sheryl Crow — Detours
7

Alicia Keys — As I Am

8

Lenny Kravitz — It Is Time For A Love Revolution

9

Various Artists — 2008 Grammy Nominees

10

Soundtrack — Juno

Mary J. Blige — Growing Pains
K.D. Lang — Watershed
Miley Cyrus — Hannah Montana 2
Taylor Swift — Taylor Swift
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program. We will collect any of
your old directories (USC,
Bellsouth, Talking
Directory, etc.)
Carolina Recycling
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the scene

9

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

USC

BLACK HISTORY HIKE
Today
9a.m.-12p.m. Contact: 803-796-4505
Adventure Carolina

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY
JIMMY CARTER: MAN FROM THE PLAINS
6 p.m., 8 p.m. $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

THURSDAY
MACHINE FUNK
9 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

MR B.’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

CATS AND COBRAS, MONDO TOPLESS,
NORWEGIAN BLUE
8 p.m., $5 Over 21/$7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

… FOR SCIENCE!, ANTHEMS FOR ODYSSEY,
THE GHOST OF FDR, THE GOLIARDS, THE
CHOIR QUIT
7 p.m., $5 Over 21/ $7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
WHITE PEOPLE
7:30 p.m., $22.50
Trustus Theater, 520 Lady St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

LORRIE RIVERS JAZZ NIGHT
9 p.m., 11 p.m., Free
Art Bar, 122 Park St.
EDWIN MCCAIN
8 p.m., $30
Newberry Opera House
1201 McKibben Street

2/20/08

HOROSCOPES
A rie s You’re enter i ng a
pensive phase for the next
four week s. You’ll want
to do more thinking and
reading about philosophy.
Find the answers to your
ow n pr ivate my ster ie s.
Ta u r u s For t he ne x t
several week s, you’ll be
more involved in g roup
ende avor s. You r so c ia l
calendar will be full. Warn
the family; they’ll have to
do without you for a while.
Gemini For the next four
week s, you can advance
your career by using your
imagination. That’s always
been t r ue, but now it’s
even more so. Think fast.
Cancer You’re comfortable,
but you don’t want to get
too set in your routine. Plan
an outing to somewhere

you’ve always wanted to see.
Get the adrenaline flowing.
Leo You believe you can
do a ny t h i ng, a nd so do
most of your friends. The
next four weeks are good
for finding the money to
a c h ie v e t ho s e d r e a m s .
V ir g o W hat you hea r
in private must be kept
confidential. Don’t even
tell a favorite co-worker
yet. Get more verification.
Libra Work demands more
of your attent ion in t he
next four week s. That’s
not really a problem,
because it’s so interesting.
Scorpio Be polite to a strong
authority figure, even if you
feel otherwise. The tide is
turning in your favor. You
have nothing to worry about.
S a g i t t ar iu s A sk a l l t he

questions before you start
out on your adventure. The
more dangers you avoid, the
better. Take risks in virtual
realit y, not in real life.
Capricorn W hat do you
rea l ly wa nt to do? I f
you’re not already doing
it, what do you need to
learn to achieve that life?
G o one step at a t i me.
A q u a r i u s For t he ne x t
s e ver a l we ek s , t here’ l l
be more money com ing
i n . T h i s i s n’t a s t e ad y
i nc o me , t hou g h . W it h
a partner’s help you can
manage to come out ahead.
Pisces Focus on the job at
hand, but also remember
this is just one step toward
a much bigger goal.
T h at ’ l l h e lp k e e p y o u
from getting frustrated.

ACROSS
1 Rooster's pride
5 Aids a criminal
10 Don't move!
14 Capital of Samoa
15 Second airing
16 On the quiet side
17 Redhead Lucille
18 Excuse
19 Seward
Peninsula town
20 Chef's quick
creations
23 Golfer Ernie
24 Shade tree
25 Jamaican cultist
28 NYC arena
31 Immature insect
35 Mind reading
36 Place of worship
39 College bigwig

2/20/08

1 2 3 4

for 2/19/08

DOWN

Solutions from 2/19/08

40 Chef's brunch

1 Hack

dilemma

2 Colorful marine ﬁsh

43 Head of France

3 Uris novel, "__ 18"

44 Oddball

4 "Swan Lake," e.g.

45 Payable

5 Riyadh residents

46 Lulus

6 Actor Lugosi

48 Slightly shifty

7 Composer Satie

49 Tightwad

8 Hollow cylinder

51 Stretch of time

9 Maliciously

53 Cross or Blue

derogatory

54 Chef's secret

10 Not from a factory

ingredient

11 __ vera

62 Kuwaiti ruler

12 "Champagne

63 Soviet collective

Tony" of golf

Mulligan

54 Disaster org.

64 Diplomat Elihu

13 PGA pegs

32 Marsh grasses

55 Actor Sharif

66 __ Hari

21 "Killing Me

33 Indistinct

56 Poet Dove

67 "West Side

Softly..." singer

34 Wrath

57 Whiskey shot

Story" hit

22 Off one's feed

37 Fell trees

58 Tours to be

68 Slaughter of

25 Right-hand page

38 Inc. in the U.K.

59 Singer Young

baseball

26 Unusually pale

41 Of the brain

60 New Rochelle

69 Asian sea

27 Malicious ill-will

42 Ancient writer

college

70 Silvery food ﬁsh

28 Flowing tresses

47 __ Lanka

61 Roger Rabbit

71 Laertes or

29 Ruin

50 Hardened (to)

feature

30 Saxophonist

52 Don or Samuel

65 Half of a ﬂy?

Hamlet, e.g.

53 Musical note
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Carolina clashes with Gators
USC travels to
Gainesville, looks to
even up season series
Chris Cox

STAFF WRITER

The South Carolina men’s
basketball team travels to
Gainesville tonight as they
take on the Florida Gators
in a critical SEC Eastern
Division matchup.
The Gamecocks look to
continue to improve upon
their solid play over the last
month, while the Gators are
looking to snap an unusual
SEC skid.
South Carolina (12-12,
4 - 6 ) h a s no t wo n v e r y
ma ny conference ga mes
this season, but they have
been competitive over the
cou r se of t he schedu le.
Following a blowout loss to
the Tennessee Volunteers
on Jan. 12, the Gamecocks
have gone 4-4 in SEC play
wit h t wo of t hose losses
coming by t wo points or
less.
One of those losses was
to the Florida Gators (19-7,
6-5) who have drastically
sputtered since their twopoint victory in Columbia.
Since the victory, UF has
dropped four out of its last
five, including questionable
losses to LSU, arguably the
worst team in the SEC, at
home and a blowout to the
A rk a nsas R azorback s i n
Fayetteville.
“Florida has lost four out
of five games, but I think
it is more a product of who
they’ve played than they
are not playing well,” said
head basketball coach Dave
Odom. “The truth of the
matter is, they are playing
at home, they’ve lost four
out of five basketball games
and there is no doubt in my
mind they will have that
place elect r ic tomor row
night. The atmosphere will
be terrific.”
For the Gators to pull out
the expected victory against
the Gamecocks, they’ll need
another solid outing from
their star freshman Nick
Calathes, who has continued
to impress coaches across
the league by averaging 15.2
points per game.

Sout h Carol i na w ill
m at c h t he G at or s s t a r
with one of their own in
sophomore poi nt g uard
D e v a n D o w n e y, w h o
dropped a staggering 29
points against the Alabama
Crimson Tide this Saturday
at the Colonial Center.
In the victory, Downey
hit a critical 3-point shot
and connected on his foul
shot to put the Gamecocks
a h e a d b y t w o w i t h 12
seconds to go. Downey, as
usual, sealed t he victor y
w it h a steal in t he f inal
seconds.
“I k now t hey ’ll t r y to
take the ball out of Devan’s
hands,” Odom said. “We’ve
got to do some things to
ma ke su re t hat Deva n
doesn’t lose control of the
ball and then get it back and
we are playing at the back
end of the shot clock.”
With his scoring outburst,
the Chester native propelled
himself into the spot of the
SEC’s leading scorer.
Carolina’s point guard is
also fi rst in the conference
in steals w it h 82 on t he
sea son, 29 more t ha n
DeWayne Reed of Auburn,
who currently resides in
second place.
The amazing statistics
don’t stop t here for t he
5-foot-9-inch superstar, he
also is second in the league
with 124 assists, only behind
Florida’s Nick Calathes.
In the previous matchup,
Downey led all scorers with
24 points on the evening,
with Calathes fi nished close
behind him with 21.
H o w e v e r, U S C m a y
sh if t t heir foc us away
f rom Calat hes a nd onto
G at or c e nt er M a r re e s e
Speights, who dominated
the Gamecocks in the fi rst
outing by scoring 22 points
and grabbing 13 rebounds.
T he G a m e c o c k s w i l l
cou nter Speight s w it h
forward Dominique Archie,
who collected a doubledouble of his own the last
time out with 17 points and
10 rebounds, and recentlysu rg i ng f resh ma n M i ke
Holmes, who collected 10
points and eight rebounds
against t he Tide last
Saturday.
“I would say that it’s a
game where he would get
more minutes. You’ve got

Congressmen need to
reassess priorities and
stick to what is important

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

Sophomore forward Dominique Archie will be relied on by the Gamecocks to help keep
Florida forward Marreese Speights, who lit USC up last meeting, in check.
Marreese Speight s, who
I think is terrific,” Odom
said. “You’d st ill like to
have a young, fresh strong

body to go against Speights.
Mike is certainly the guy to
do it.”
Tip off is scheduled for

8 p.m.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Swim & Dive
SEC Championship
Courtesy of USC Media Relations

The swim and dive teams are headed to Tuscaloosa and will begin the ending of their season with conference championships through the weekend.

Swim and dive season
culminates this weekend
Keith Locklear
STAFF WRITER

The men’s and women’s
swimming and diving teams
will travel to Tuscaloosa,
Ala. this week to compete
in the SEC Swimming and
Diving Championship.
B ot h t e a m s w i l l lo ok
to improve on their
performances in last year’s

SEC Championship, where
t h e m e n’s t e a m p l a c e d
eight h a nd t he women’s
team placed seventh.
Several Gamecock
s w i m mer s h ave a l read y
performed well in
Tu sc a loosa t h is sea son,
hav i ng competed i n t he
Alabama Classic in the fall.
In the Classic, sophomore
Dominique Lendjel finished
first overall in the men’s
20 0 -meter back st roke
event w it h a t ime of
2:03.08. Freshman Claire
Thompson also f inished

Government
takes more
active role
in athletics

fi rst in the women’s 1500meter freestyle competition
with a time of 17:05.07.
The divers also had some
success this season, with
some of them also having
received acclaims in t he
SEC this year. In January,
junior men’s diver David
Ovelson was named SEC
Diver of t he Week af ter
w i n n i ng b ot h t he one –
and three—meter events
against Florida State. In the
one—meter event, Ovelson
defeated t he reig n i ng
national champion.

On the women’s side, one both currently ranked in
diver who has momentum the top five in the country.
heading into the tournament The men’s a nd women’s
is f reshman Tar y n Zack teams for Georgia, Florida
af ter bei ng na med SEC and Tennessee will all be
Diver of t he Week la st looking to dethrone Auburn
week. For the second meet as they all currently have
in a row she swept both the teams ranked in the top 10
one — and t hree —meter in the country.
The SEC Championship
diving events, this time in
a tri-meet against Georgia will start with events on
We d n e s d a y a n d w i l l
and Alabama.
A u b u r n ’s m e n ’s a n d cont i nue on all t he way
women’s teams swept the through Saturday.
SEC Championships last
season and ret urn again Comments on this story? E-mail
this year with strong teams sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Over the past six months,
professional sports and their
highly marketed athletes have
been forced to realize that
their actions are monitored
by the highest levels of the
federal government.
Following an in-depth FBI
investigation this past fall,
NFL superstar Michael Vick
was sentenced to just under
two years in prison for his
involvement in
a dog fighting
operation.
T h i s
stringent
penalty proved
that even the
be st at h lete s
JAKE LUCE
in t he most
Third-year
prominent
sport and
p r o f e s s i o n a l entertainment
league are
marketing
student
v ulnerable to
federal law
enforcement.
Baseball is the sport that
has consumed the most time
of government officials.
Congress’ analysis
of steroid u se i n M ajor
League Baseball has been
progressing over five years
and continues with probes
against Barr y Bonds and
Roger Clemens, arguably
the two best players in the
past 10 years.
Throughout the steroid
i nqu i sit ion a l l le vel s of
government have become
involved, starting with the
leg islat ive bra nch where
current and former senators
are doing the majority of the
investigating.
Once t he congressmen
complete their investigation,
or decide if these athletes
committed perjury, the issue
is passed along to the judicial
branch for sentencing.
Even the executive branch
h a s b e c ome i nvolved a s
P r e s ide nt G e or g e Bu s h
has been questioned about
his k nowledge of steroid
use in the Texas Rangers
organization that he once
co-owned. He was quoted
saying steroids had “sullied”
baseball and its use sends a
terrible message to America’s
youth.
This issue is important
and must be resolved, but
it should not consume the
valuable t ime of ser v ing
congressmen and government
officials. It is understandable
when a retired senator like
George M itchell, aut hor
of The M itchell Report,
wants to use their influence
to improve legit imacy of
professional sports.
Problems a r ise when
currently serving senators
like A rlen Specter, R-Pa.,
use t heir valuable of f ice
hours to ensure that nobody
is cheating in their favorite
sport.
Specter is currently leading
the investigation into the
Patriots Spygate case along
with the destruction of video
t ap e s b y C om m i s s ioner
Roger Goodell. Though the
NFL’s actions are defi nitely
sketchy, it doesn’t warrant
the obsession of a disgruntled
Eagles fan. Specter wants
to k now whet her or not
the Patriots were stealing
signals in the 2005 Super
Bowl between Philadelphia
and New England.
As a sports fan, I appreciate
t he attempt to ensure an
equal playing ground for all
professional leagues. I think
that athletes who break the
SPORTS ● 11
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Golf suffers disappointing finish
No. 14 Gamecocks place
eleventh, struggle in
midseason tournament
Michael Aguilar

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The excitement that has
surrounded the men’s golf
program all season is mildly
deflated after a weekend in
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
The John Hayt Invitational
is one of t he most el ite
college golf tournaments
in the nation. This year’s
tournament saw 15 teams
pa r t ic ipat i ng, t ravel i ng
from as far as UCLA and
Pepperdine. Out of those 15
teams, 9 were either receiving
votes in the Golf Coaches
Association of America poll

or ranked in the top 25,
including the Gamecocks,
who entered the weekend
ranked at No. 14.
However, at the end of
the weekend, USC suffered
some disappointment. The
Gamecocks came out of the
weekend in eleventh place.
That fi nish on Tuesday is a
three spot fall from where
they stood after two rounds.
Carolina f inished f ive
strokes ahead of their nearest
competitor, No. 22 Indiana,
and only one shot behind
No. 18 Pepperd i ne a nd
Georgia State, who tied for
ninth.
Senior Mark Anderson,
who came in nint h
individually in the
tournament, led Carolina.
Anderson led the Gamecocks
i n t he f i r st a nd second
rounds finishing with a 71

When: Friday, Feb. 29 - Sunday, Mar. 2
Where: Held at the Strom
How Much: $160
What: A 5-on-5 extramural basketball
tournament including teams from 10
colleges across the state.

and 72 respectively. In the
final round he came in with a
75, thanks in part to back-toback birdies to close out the
front nine.
The second highest finish
for Carolina came f rom
sen ior Warren Thomas.
Thomas has participated in
only one tournament thus far
in the 2007-2008 campaign
but he showed very little
signs of rush by scoring a
221 (+5). Despite opening the
tournament with an ugly 77,
Thomas steadily improved,
posting a 73 on Monday and
closing the tournament with
a 71 thanks to four birdies in
his last round.
Rounding out the
tournament lineup for USC
were sophomores George
Bryan IV and Bryan Miller,
and junior Mark Silvers III.
Bryan pulled a share of

Extra Info: Feb. 22 is the
deadline to register. There are
20 spots for men’s teams and 4
spots for women’s teams.
Winning teams will get
expenses paid and entrance
to the regional tournament in
March.

38th place due to an even throughout the weekend.
improvement from a first He posted his highest score
round 77 to a second round on Sunday with a 79. In the
75 a nd f inally a closing second round he got beat
round 74. Bryan’s combined up by the course and posted
score of 226 (+ 10) was good checked in with an 86. After
enough to fetch him a top 50 a final round 81 he fi nished
with in 81st place.
finish at 38th.
Carolina will continue
Sl ivers st a r ted st rong
but hit rock bottom in the the season on Friday, March
final round posting an 81 14, at the Schenkel EZ-Go
following a opening round Invitational.
74 and a 75 on Tuesday. In
the end his combined score
of 230 put him at 59th place. Comments on this story? E-mail
M i l l e r s t r u g g l e d sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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law or league drug policies
should be punished for their
actions.
At the same time, I feel
that government officials
shou ld be work i ng on
legislation to improve our
country rather than focusing
the majority of their business
hours on sports issues.
Many fans are gratef ul
for the attempt to improve
the integrity of professional
sp or t s , but gover n ment
officials need to represent
t he cit izens who elected
them rather than obsess over
athletic controversies.

MAVERICKS NET JASON KIDD

LM Otero THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

After days and days of back and forth trade talks, Jason Kidd and two other Nets
were traded to Dallas for five players, two draft picks and $3 million in cash.

Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements

FILE TAX RETURN FOR $49
FROM 2/14 - 2/24
ONLY AT HARDEN STREET

LIBERTY TAX
College ID
946 Harden St. 5PTS
Lifeguard/CPR Training and re-certification classes offered at Harbison Rec.
Call D. Cartee 781-2281 for more info.

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@gwm.sc.edu

•

Office hours: M-F

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Roommates

Housing-Rent

Help Wanted

VA REGIONAL OFFICE
COLUMBIA SC JOB FAIR

M/seeks/rmmts 3BR 3BA new cottage
near stadium 864-933-5270 933-5271

CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA min
from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $850.Avail now!
Call Matt 730-3980

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Rating Veterans Service Rep
Salary $45K+
Master’s or Work Exp. in medical/Legal
Legal Admin. Specialist
*Salary - $36K+
*BS or Work Exp in Medical/Legal
*Some PT available
Feb. 25, 200 @ Inn at USC
1619 Pendleton 10am - 4pm
Free Parking Pickens St. Access EOE

Apartments
1BR 1BA Avail NOW in 4BR 4BA
@ Copper Beech. $449/mo + util.
Call Kelly @ 803-968-2005.

Housing-Rent
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to
school. Very Clean! Call 463-5129
2BR 2BA House picket fence new construction. energy eff. $750.
3BR 2BA house new construction
energy eff. $1,000. Call Jeff 238-9185.
HOUSE FOR RENT - 3BR 2BA short
drive to campus, off st pkg. 1500 sq ft
$800/mo. 600-6874.
Walk to USC. Quaint old house, quiet &
clean. 2BR 1BA $750 w/dep. 776-5405.

Copper Beech Now Leasing
2nd phase 1 2 3 & 4 Bedroom Brand
NewTownhomes. Call today 255-0170
www.cbeech.com

Shandon/Heathwood - 1BR 1BA duplex ref, stove dw, w/d conn. fp, fenced
yd pets ok. Close to USC/Midlands
Tech. Good neigh. $450/mo
Avail March 1st. Call 429-3243.

Marion St. 1BR - CH&A w/d H20 &
parking included $450. 256-3745

CLOSE TO USC - 3BR 2BA yard sundeck w/d d/w $900 803-553-4542

Help Wanted
Catering staff needed.
Saturday work only. Call 933-9580.

Marketing Specialist - Avista is looking
for some people to make outbound
sales calls (this is just an initial call and
then leads would be referred to a sales
executive). If you are a business major
or are looking to enter a career in sales,
this would be e a great opportunity for
you. Starting pay is $10/hr with bonuses
based on demos and closed sales.
Please forward resume to
jphlieger@avistasolutions.com

Program Assistant/Research
Interviewer
USC School of Medicine/Dept of
Internal Medicine
Salary Range:
$24,578.00 to $45,578.00
This person would be responsible for
the administration of surveys and the
management of data collection from inmates that agree to participate in the
SC Linkage Program for Inmates
(SCLPI) research project at Alvin S.
Glenn Detention Center.
Minimum Qualifications: Bachelors
degree or High School diploma and 4
years relevant professional experience.
Desired: One or more years working in
the HIV/AIDS arena. Experience with interviewing, or similar data gathering activity preferred.
For
more
details
visit:
http://hr.sc.edu/employ.html Type in
Requisition #044100, fill out application
on-line and submit. We are an EOE
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
BOOKSTORE EXPERIENCE
Local College textbook wholesaler currently looking to hire the following positions: Inventory Manager & Warehouse
Manager. Salary package based on experience. Ideal candidate will have college bookstore textbook experience.
Please send resume to Textbooks
Suite F Box 151 100 Old Cherokee
Road, Lexington SC 2072 or call
356-5702.
PT FLEX HRS. Small downtown business needs PT person for office duties.
Must have computer skills, web design
and organizational skills. Call 933-9580
Downtown
business
hiring
for
clerical/computer position. Fax resumes
to 251-4371.
BELLA VISTA BRIDAL - now accepting
resumes for Sales Positions.
Assist Office Manger with Data Entry,
Customer Service Sales $8/hr 15/hrs/wk
M-F 2-5. Close to USC Fax resume or
work history to 254-4544.

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
After School Counselors Needed Immediate openings for energetic counselors to work in an education and recreation oriented after school program.
Call Richland County Recreation
754-6720 ext 206 or 208.

Help Wanted
Instructors
Experienced
Personal
Trainers
needed. Located 5 minutes from campus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt
@ 799-9455 for details.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
TEAPOT CHINESE RESTAURANT
Now hiring cashiers & delivery drivers.
Good Tips! Flexible hrs. 920-4975
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
We’re hiring for all Kitchen, Host, and
Server positions. Applicants must be
available throughout the summer. (Exp.
required for server applicants). Top pay
evening hours, professional atmosphere
and fast paced environment. Apply in
person M-Th 2-4 at 252 Harbison.

HARBOR IN SEAFOOD -Now hiring
servers/cashiers for day and night. Will
work with your schedule. Please apply
within 9001 Two Notch Rd 462-3498

ZIA’S PIZZA - NOW HIRING
Cooks & Cashiers AM/PM
1720B Sunset Blvd W. Cola 397-8881

Tutoring
Services
MATH TUTORING . CALL THE
EXPERT! 20 yrs. Exp. 256-6498

Opportunities
EARN $800-$3200/mo to drive brand
new cars with ads placed on them.
www.AdCarClub.com

Travel
RETREATMYRTLEBEACH.COM
SPRING BREAK/GRAD WEEK
1-800-645-3618 Visit us at
myspace.com/retreatmyrtlebeach
$100 AND UP FOR THE WEEK!

